
 

 

December 10, 2015 

As we approach a change in leadership at Visitation Academy, we know that this period of 
transition will create a certain amount of uncertainty and concern. We want to update you on 
how the Board of Directors is responding to the change in leadership, and also give you an 
overview of the search process that will take place over the next several months. This process 
will be rooted in discernment, prayer, due diligence, and clear communication. Driven by our 
Mission Statement and informed by our Core Values, the process offers our community a way 
to transform the uncertainty and concern we feel today into an opportunity for the community 
to discover the great things about our school and renew our vision for the next 20 years. 

To begin, the Board of Directors has created a Search Committee that represents the various 
stakeholders of the school. The Search Committee, chaired by Joe McKee, is charged with 
finding the best candidate who will embrace Visitation Academy’s mission, vision, and values, 
and lead the school into the future.  

The 7 members of the Search Committee are: 

P. Joseph McKee, III: A parent of a Visitation Academy Alumna. He is Chair of Visitation’s Search 
Committee, current Vice Chair of the Board of Directors, and incoming Chair of the Board of 
Directors. Joe graduated from Washington University - St. Louis, MBA, 1989-1991. He is CEO of 
Paric Corporation and partner of Peabody Opera House.  
 
Kathryn Lamb, Ed D (’69): A Visitation Academy Alumna. She holds a Master’s Degree in 
Education from Washington University - St. Louis. Katie is a former school principal and 
educator. She is a Professional Development Consultant at Parsons Blewett Memorial Fund. 
 
Brad Pittenger: A parent of two Visitation Academy students. He serves on Visitation’s Board of 
Directors. He graduated from University of Missouri - Columbia, College of Business, BS, BA, 
1983-1987. Brad is a promoter of technology and actively involved in several organizations and 
boards. He is President and Co-founder of InfoMedia, Inc. 
 



Cassandra Sanford: A parent of a Visitation Academy student. She graduated from St. Louis 
University: BA in Political Science; JD in Law and is a licensed attorney by the Missouri Bar 
Association. Cassandra mentors other women and practices giving back to the community, and 
has received numerous awards. She is CEO of KellyMitchell. 
 
Lucia Signorelli: Post-graduate studies in Educational Administration, and a graduate of St. 
Louis University, BA. in English and minor in Education. Lucia’s work experience includes 
Director of Leadership Development at the Catholic Education Center in the Archdiocese of St. 
Louis, as well as Regional Director of Catholic Elementary Schools. 
 
Mary Anne Spruell: A Visitation Alumna, a daughter & niece of an Alumna, and a parent of a 
recent Visitation graduate. She is the past Moderator of the Visitation Association of the 
Christian Faithful. Mary Anne is degreed at Webster University, MAI, Media Communications 
and Spring Hill College, BA. She has a background in Corporate Marketing Communications and 
serves on various boards and organizations.     
 
Lisa Baudendistel-Suntrup: Lisa is an Alumna of Visitation Academy, as well as a parent of an 
Alumna. She serves on Visitation’s Board of Directors. Lisa is an owner of the Fox Theatre and 
Partner at Meridian Land Group LP with extensive skills and expertise in strategic planning, 
sales, and management. 
 
In the coming weeks the Search Committee will be asking others (teachers, staff, current & 
former parents, alumnae) to participate in the Advisory Committees. They will also inform the 
community about a location on Visitation Academy’s website where it will post periodic 
updates of the search progress. It will include FAQs to keep the community informed every step 
of the way on the Head of School position. 
 
The Search Committee and the Board of Directors has unanimously selected Triangle/Heads Up 
(http://educationleadershipsearch.com/) as its consultant for the Head of School search. The 
search partnership between these two firms offers Visitation a number of advantages. Marc 
Frankel and Judy Schechtman, partners at Triangle Associates, have in-depth knowledge of 
Visitation from a decade of consulting with us. Both Marc and Judy are extremely visible in the 
Montessori world and have extraordinary contacts with AMI-USA school leaders. Pat Bassett, 
one of the Heads Up partners, is the former President of the National Association of 
Independent Schools and one of the most visible people in the private, independent school 
world. Together, Triangle/Heads Up will provide continued guidance to Visitation’s Search 
Committee to create the best possible pool of headship candidates. 
 



 
The search process will include several opportunities for input from the Visitation community.  
Marc Frankel and Judy Schechtman will be at Visitation to conduct focus groups and listening 
sessions as part of creating the profile of our ideal candidate. You will have a chance to express 
your ideas, either in a small group or at a town hall meeting. Triangle/Heads Up will also seek 
your input via a survey about Visitation’s culture that will help inform how the consultants 
approach selecting the semi-finalist candidates. Most importantly, you will have a chance to 
meet the finalists and provide feedback for the crucial selection of the next Head of School. The 
information you provide will help to develop a thorough understanding of our leadership 
requirements and an opportunity statement for our potential candidates.  
 
Our Committee is grateful for your prayers and support as we begin this important work with 
you on behalf of Visitation Academy. We are committed to keeping you informed each step of 
the way. If you have any questions in the meantime, you may reach us at 
VizSearch@visitationacademy.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Buckner      Joe McKee 
Visitation Academy Board Chair   Visitation Academy Search Committee Chair 

Visitation Academy Board Vice Chair 
       Visitation Academy Board Incoming Chair 
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